War in the Balkans

longing for their success. I admit I fear this success. If the
Turks are really beaten it will be universal war and this is
more to be dreaded than anything because the consequences
will be terrible.

In the meanwhile we have the Russian Heir-to-the-Throne
dying after an accident. This can also have consequences for
the future. You will see the Pan-Slavist party will say if
anything should happen to the Czarevitch that it was because
the Bulgarians were not aided in their crusade for freeing the
Christians in Macedonia, as if Russia had ever given liberty
to anybody ! That is why I have always felt repugnance for
that sort of crusade.

Here people are astonished at Germany's reserve in all this
Eastern Question and one asks oneself what lies hidden beneath.

tSy 28th October, 1912.

What do you think of the great events in the Balkans and
the energy displayed by these four small States against Turkey ?
The Vienna papers say quite frankly that this great territory
ought to be cut up, but if King Ferdinand should get to
Constantinople you will see he will immediately proclaim
himself Emperor of Byzantium and there won't be any way
of getting him out. It is he who has brought about this
campaign, united the four Balkan States and got them to
make a concerted plan. It was all carried out with the utmost
secrecy in spite of the preparations. The German Minister
who returned from Sofia here scarcely a week ago assured
everyone that there wouldn't be a war. He was very mis-
taken.

The Great Powers were equally taken by surprise and their
intervention will be a mere beating the air at this time of
day. And then again Germany is in great consternation about
the superiority of Creusot's guns over Krupp*s and if it were
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